
Foreword from Bishop Richard Moth

	[image: image5.jpg]



“The Church as a mother is under an obligation to provide for its children an education by virtue of which their whole lives may be inspired by the spirit of Christ.” 

These words, from Decree of the Second Vatican Council on Education, speak of the motivation for our Catholic schools. Our schools are places where the relationship with Christ, to which all are called, enables those we educate to take their place in the Church and Society conscious of their dignity as children of God. 

Our schools provide the “principal means of helping parents to fulfil their role in education.”
 In entrusting their children to our schools, parents provide them with the best possible start in life, grounded in the deepening of their faith through prayer and the recognition of the presence of God in all things. 

Our belief in the unique dignity of the human person as made in the image and likeness of God underpins the approach to all education in our Catholic schools. To this end, RSE is rooted in the Catholic Church’s teaching of the human person and firmly embedded in the Religious Education framework as it is concerned primarily with nurturing the human wholeness of our pupils. 

I am pleased to commend this RSE policy to you and am confident you will find it both invaluable and reassuring as you prepare for the new academic year.

With every Blessing,
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‘I have come that you might have life and have it to the full’ 

John 10:10
Loving for life
Mission Statement
We are inspired, strengthened and encouraged by our Catholic faith.

We place Jesus at the centre of everything we do and say, listening to Him with our hearts.

We spread love everywhere we go, valuing and caring for each other.

We strive to be the best learners we can, using and celebrating our God given gifts.

“For he who is mighty has done great things for me, and holy is his name.” (Luke 1:49)

“A community that cherishes the little details of love, whose members care for one another and create an open and evangelising environment, is a place where the risen Lord is present, sanctifying it in accordance with the Father’s plan.” (Pope Francis)

This mission statement underpins all prayer and liturgy at Our Lady Queen of Heaven Catholic Primary School, shaping our ethos, relationships and daily life as a faith community.

Rationale
Prayer and liturgy is central to our identity as a Catholic school. They are privileged opportunities to encounter God, grow in faith and build a loving worshipping community. They nurture spiritual growth, foster reflection and help children live out the Gospel in their daily lives.

Legal Requirements
The school provides a daily act of Catholic collective worship in accordance with the Education Act 1988 and School Standards and Framework Act 1998. Parents have the legal right to withdraw their child; however, this is discouraged and discussed sensitively with the Headteacher.

Aims
Prayer and liturgy aim to help all members of the community to encounter Jesus Christ, develop reverence, understand Catholic liturgy, participate meaningfully in worship, live Gospel values and celebrate God-given gifts.

Inclusion and Equal Opportunities
Prayer and liturgy are inclusive, respectful and accessible to all pupils regardless of faith, background or additional needs.

Roles and Responsibilities
· Governors ensure Catholic life is central. 

· The Headteacher provides spiritual leadership. 

· The Prayer and Liturgy Lead coordinates provision. 

· Staff model and lead prayer. 

· Pupils participate actively and reverently and are given age-appropriate leadership opportunities.

Provision for Prayer and Liturgy
Provision includes daily prayers, weekly whole school Celebration of the Word (Gospel assembly), weekly class liturgies, assemblies, celebrations of Mass, Holy Days of Obligation and opportunities for Reconciliation.

The Four-Part Structure of Prayer
All Celebrations of the Word follow Gather, Listen, Respond and Go Forth, helping pupils understand worship and live out the Gospel.

Prayer Areas and Environment
Each classroom has a prayer area reflecting the liturgical season and containing appropriate religious symbols. Additional prayer spaces support personal reflection. The Chapel and the Prayer garden are designated spaces for classes to use to enhance Prayer and Liturgy opportunities.

Links with Home, Parish and Community
Families are invited to liturgies and Masses. Prayer resources are shared and close links with the parish are maintained.

Training and Formation
All staff receive induction and ongoing formation to support confident, meaningful leadership of prayer and liturgy.

Monitoring and Evaluation
Prayer and liturgy are monitored through observation, pupil voice, staff reflection and governor involvement.

Review
This policy is reviewed annually by the Governing Body.
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Listen, Love, Learn


At Our Lady’s –





We are inspired, strengthened and encouraged by our Catholic faith.


We place Jesus at the centre of everything we do and say, listening to Him with our hearts.


We spread love everywhere we go, valuing and caring for each other.


We strive to be the best learners we can, using and celebrating our God given gifts.


“For he who is mighty has done great things for me, and Holy is his name” Luke 1: 49
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"It is not enough to love the young; they must know that they are loved."


Don Bosco











� VATICAN II, Declaration Gravissimum Educationis on Christian Education, n.3. (GE)


� Code of Canon Law, c. 796§1.
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