	EYFS Understanding the World – Science

	Understanding the World 
Children in Reception:
	Explore the natural world around them.
Describe what they see, hear and feel whilst outside
Recognise some environments that are different to the one in which they live.
Understand the effect of changing seasons on the natural world around them.


	ELGs linked to Science: 
	People, Culture and Communities 
Describe their immediate environment using knowledge from observation, discussion, stories, non-fiction texts and maps
been read in class.
The Natural World 
Explore the natural world around them, making observations and drawing pictures of animals and plants
 Know some similarities and differences between the natural world around them and contrasting environments, drawing on their experiences and what has been read in class
Understand some important processes and changes in the natural world around them, including the seasons and changing states of matter.

Links to PSED- Managing Self 
Manage their own basic hygiene and personal needs, including dressing, going to the toilet, and understanding the importance of healthy food choices.


	Term 
	 How Science is taught in EYFS
Themes/ Topics and Links to other areas of learning
Knowledge 

	Monitoring 

	Autumn 
	Autumn 1
Myself Looking after Ourselves and God’s World (Autumn)
Me and My Small World
· Identifying our own features
· Who is in my family? 
· Naming Body Parts 
· Looking after ourselves- hygiene, screen time, sleep, diet
· How I have grown (my own history) 
· Animals- naming different animals 

What’s in my basket? 
Trying different food – fruit and veg at snack time. 
Autumn- seasonal foods, Harvest and change in seasons. 
Senses
Explore the senses of sight, touch, sound, smell and taste. 


Let’s Go Outside and What’s Changed 
Exploring seasons and the world around them
Weather 


. 
 

	Class RE book 
Learning Journals 
Tapestry 
Planning 
Teacher knowledge
Pupil Progress Data
Learning Walks 
Pupil Voice 

	Spring 
	Spring 
Literacy and UW 
Transport and Travel (Spring) 

Night and Day
Noctornal Animals 
Stars, sky, planets. Know that the Earth is a planet. Name some other planets. Know that the stars and moon can be seen at night and the sun during the day. 
Know and identify some animals are nocturnal. 
Make observations and explore light and shadow

Maps- linked to transport and literacy book links as well as the the journey of the Wise Men.

- Exploring different forms of transport today and in the past. 
- London Bus Day 

Pushes and Pulls 
-Forces (push and pull STEM activities) 
Observe how different vehicles move. 
Explore how to make objects move faster/ slower

Let it Flow
Floating, sinking, and exploring materials when making boats.


 
	

	Summer 
	God’s Creatures (Summer)

Watch it Grow
Planting seeds and growing – What plants need to grow. Water, soil, sun light 
Hatching butterflies – Life cycle ordering

Animal Detectives
-School trip – Farm or Sea life Centre
-Reptile visit 
-Looking after our Oceans 
- Sea Creatures 
- Dinosaurs 
- Our World
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	Opportunities to support this area of learning will present themselves throughout the year. Such opportunities include, but are not limited to: 
· Exploring shadows and shadow drawing 
· Daily Routines such as putting on appropriate clothes for the weather
· Self-care routines- nose blowing, hand washing. 
· Exploring and observing the change in weather and seasons. 
· Exploring materials in the mud kitchen 
· Water and sand play 
· Baking and cooking- exploring change in properties. Health eating  



It is important for subject leaders to remember that although EYFS staff will collect evidence and take observations of pupils learning this to help inform practitioners knowledge of pupils’ learning and inform future planning. 
Schools should not include burdensome evidence gathering requirements against any of the areas of learning in their assessment policies so that teachers can spend as much time as possible interacting with children and directly supporting their learning and development. However, teachers may find it helpful to record, in a simple way, particularly noteworthy achievements, such as what phonemes and numbers a child has learned, in order to determine what to teach next. This is sufficient to make a judgement. Sources of written or photographic evidence are not required, and teachers are not required to record evidence. EYFS Profile Handbook 202
