	EYFS Understanding the World – History

	Understanding the World 
Children in Reception:
	Talk about members of their immediate family and community
 Name and describe people who are familiar to them. 
Comment on images of familiar situations in the past. 
Compare and contrast characters from stories, including figures from the past. 
Recognise that people have different beliefs and celebrate special times in different ways


	Understanding the World
ELGs linked to History:
	Past and Present 
Talk about the lives of the people around them and their roles in society.
Know some similarities and differences between things in the past and now, drawing on their experiences and what has been read in class.
Understand the past through settings, characters and events encountered in books read in class and storytelling.


	Term 
	  How History is taught in EYFS
Themes/ Topics and Links to other areas of learning
Knowledge 
What I will know and be able to do
	Monitoring 

	Autumn 
	RE and Literacy links
  

.Exploring the past in their own lives. Recalling special events and celebrations for themselves and their families. 

Understand the past through settings, characters and events in books.

Understand and comment on the past through settings, characters and events in books.

Compare and contrast characters from stories including figures from the past 

Life in the past- Link to RE- The Nativity Story

	Class RE book 
Learning Journals 
Tapestry 
Planning 
Teacher knowledge
Pupil Progress Data
Learning Walks 

	Spring 
	Literacy and RE link- Journeys topic- 

Understand the past through settings, characters and events in books.

Understand and comment on the past through settings, characters and events in books.

Compare and contrast characters from stories including figures from the past 

Life in the past- Link to RE- The Easter Story 

Look at similarities and difference between transport now and in the past.
Compare similarities and differences between transport and ways to travel today and transport in the past. 
Transport has changed over time. 
Long ago there were no cars, buses, trains or planes. 
People used animals to help them travel to faraway places. 
When great grandparents and grandparents were children transport looked different to the way it does today. 
I will sort transport into new and old groups. 

	

	Summer 
	Literacy Link- 
Understand and comment on the past through settings, characters and events in books.

Compare and contrast characters from stories including figures from the past 

Giganotosaurus- 
Dinosaurs 
To know that dinosaurs lived millions of years ago. 
To know that there were different types of dinosaurs
[bookmark: _GoBack]
What the Sea Saw

Life in the past- Link to Literacy ‘The Sea Saw’ text.

Identify and talk about the difference between clothes worn today to clothes worn in the past. 
Identify and talk about the difference between technology today and in the past- e.g. different forms of communication.  
Communication box from Amberley museum 
Some things were different in the past, some things were the same. 
The clothes people wore in the past may look different to the clothes we wear today. Some things were similar, some things were different. 
People have not always had phones. People sent messages to each other in different ways. Spoken message, letters, first telephones, first mobile phones. 
People have not always been able to send texts, email and video call each other. 
	

	Opportunities to support this area of learning will present themselves throughout the year. Such opportunities include, but are not limited to: 
· Black History Month 
· Calendar as part of morning routine (yesterday, today, tomorrow) 
· Reading stories and rhymes



It is important for subject leaders to remember that although EYFS staff will collect evidence and take observations of pupils learning this to help inform practitioners knowledge of pupils’ learning and inform future planning. 
Schools should not include burdensome evidence gathering requirements against any of the areas of learning in their assessment policies so that teachers can spend as much time as possible interacting with children and directly supporting their learning and development. However, teachers may find it helpful to record, in a simple way, particularly noteworthy achievements, such as what phonemes and numbers a child has learned, in order to determine what to teach next. This is sufficient to make a judgement. Sources of written or photographic evidence are not required, and teachers are not required to record evidence. EYFS Profile Handbook 2024

